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SUBJECT: RELEASE OF APER AKU 
REF: LAGOS 305 AND PREVIOUS 

1. APER AKU, ACCUSER OF BENUE-PLATEAU STATE GOVERNOR 
GOMWALK DETAINED SINCE EARLY SEPTEMBER "FOR SECURITY 
REASONS", WAS RELEASED BY FMG JANUARY 18. FMG MADE NO 
STATEMENT, AND AKU HIMSELF SIMPLY THANKED THOSE WHO HAD 
URGED HIS RELEASE AND AVOIDED COMMENT ON SUBSTANCE OF 
CHARGES HE HAD LEVELED AGAINST GOMWALK. 

2. COMMENT: FMG ACTION SHOULD HELP DEFUSE NATIONAL UNION 
OF NIGERIAN STUDENTS (NUNS) MEETING SCHEDULED FOR 
JANUARY 25 TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE FUTURE BOYCOTTS IN 
SUPPORT OF RECENT DETAINEES (REFTEL). WHILE AIR IYARE 
(LAGOS A-l) REMAINS IN JAIL. PRINCIPAL SPUR FOR STUDENT 
AGITATION HAD ALWAYS BEEN DETENTION OF AKU. ON THIS 
ISSUE, FMG IS NOW IN RELATIVELY HAPPY POSITION OF 

HAVING STOOD FIRM IN FACE OF STUDENT PRESSURES, YET OF 
BEING ABLE AVOID FURTHER CHALLENGE AT TIME WHEN IT IS 
OCCUPIED ON LABOR FRONT. 

3. INTERESTINGLY, RUMORS HAD CIRCULATED IN PAST 
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TEN DAYS THAT AKU HAD DIED IN DETENTION. WHILE FEW 
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PEOPLE TOOK REPORTS VERY SERIOUSLY, FMG DECISION 
RELEASE HIM AT THIS TIME MAY HAVE BEEN PROMPTED IN 
PART BY DESIRE TO SPIKE RUMORS BEFORE THEY GAINED 
WIDESPREAD ACCEPTANCE. 

REINHARDT 
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